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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RECEIVED 
ON GRIEVANCES AND DISCIPLINE NOV 1 7 2014 
OF THE SUPREME COURT OF OIDO 

In Re: 
Complaint Against 

ROGER WARNER, ESQ. 
(0019941) 
171 E. Livingston Ave. 
Columbus, OH 43215 

RESPONDENT, 

by 

COLUMBUS BAR ASSOCIATION 
17 5 South Third Street, S-11 00 
Columbus, OH 43215-5134 

RELATOR. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
t:,D ON GRIEVANCES & DISCIPLINE 
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No. __ 14- 0 9 ~ .;. ~ 
COMPLAINT 

And CERTIFICATE 
(Rule V of the Supreme Court 

Rules for the Govermnent of 
the Bar of Ohio) 

Now comes the Relator and alleges that Roger Warner, Esq. (Registration No.OOI9941), 
an Attorney at Law, duly admitted to the practice of law in this State of Ohio is guilty of the 
following misconduct: 

1. Respondent, Roger Warner, was admitted to the practice of law in the state of 

Ohio on May 11, 1981. 

2. On May 20, 2013, husband and wife, Phelton and Gloria Woods, ("the Woods"), 

met with respondent regarding a time sensitive adoption matter. 

3. The Woods explained to respondent that the Franklin County Children's Services 

had obtained permanent custody of two children who had been living with the Woods, and the 

children had recently been sent to live with a family in South Carolina 

4. Respondent agreed to assist the Woods in obtaining permanent custody of the 

children. 



5. Over the next several days, respondent obtained copies of the case plans and 

semi-annual reviews from the Franklin County Children's Services and discussed the matter with 

the children's Guardian Ad Litem. 

6. On June 23, 2013, respondent drafted a motion for custody on behalf of the 

Woods. 

7. From June 23, 2013, until August 8, 2013, respondent's time records note that he 

spent 2.1 hours "investigating" the Woods' case. 

8. On August 8, 2013, respondent filed the motion for custody. He provided no 

explanation as to the delay in the filing other than that he had a trial on behalf of another client 

that ran through early July. 

9. During this delay, the children's adoption in South Carolina was finalized. 

10. Respondent verbally informed the Woods of the finalization of the South Carolina 

adoption, and on August 16,2013, he returned the balance of the Woods retainer. 

11. Due to Respondent's two month delay in filing the motion for custody, the Woods 

lost any hope of obtaining custody of the children. 

12. On November 19,2013, the Woods filed a grievance with relator. 

13. Respondent failed to respond to relator's two requests for a response sent on 

November 26, 2013, and December 9, 2013 via US Mail. 

14. Only after relator assigned a subcommittee to investigate matter , did respondent 

begin to cooperate with Relator. 

15. Respondent, by his acts and failures to act, has violated the following provisions 

the Rules of Professional Conduct: 

Rule 1.1 (A lawyer shall provide competent representation to a client); 



Rule 1.3 (A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in 
representing a client); 
Ru1e 1.4 (A lawyer shall keep the client reasonably informed); 
Ru1e 8.l(b) (Knowingly failing to respond to a demand for information 

from a disciplinary authority). 

Wherefore, Relator prays that respondent be found to have committed professional 
misconduct and that he be given an appropriate sanction. 

Respectfully ~IJ:j 

rid e Roman, Esq. (0040888) 
Community Choice Financial Inc. 
7001 Post Rd., Ste. 200 
Dublin, OH 43016 
(614) 760-2682/(614) 7 -4057 (fi 
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Bruce A. Campbell (0010 2) 
Bar Counsel 
Columbus Bar Association 
17 5 South Third Street, Suite 11 00 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-5134 
(614) 340-2053/ (614) 221-4850 (fax) 

b~balaw.org 
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A. Alysha Clous (0070627) 
Assistant Bar Counsel 
Columbus Bar Association 
175 South Third Street, Suite 1100 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-5134 
(614) 340-2034/ (614) 221-4850 (fax) 

alysha@cbalaL ~ 

~090222) 
Staff Attorney 
Columbus Bar Association 
175 South Third Street, Suite 1100 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-5134 
(614) 340-2044/ (614) 221-4850 (fax) 
amber@cbalaw.org 
COUNSEL FOR RELATOR 



CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned Chair of the Certified Grievance Committee of the Columbus Bar 

Association hereby certifies that Bridgette Roman, Esq., Bruce A. Campbell, Esq., A. Alysha 

Claus, Esq., and Amber Ehret-Waterson, Esq. are duly authorized to represent Relator in the 

premises and have accepted the responsibility of prosecuting the complaint to its conclusion. 

After investigation, Relator believes reasonable cause exists to warrant a hearing on such 

complaint. 
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hair ofthe Certified Grievance Committee 

(Rule V of the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohio.) 
Section (11) 

(11) The Complaint; Where Filed; By Whom Signed. A complaint shall mean a formal 
written complaint alleging misconduct or mental illness of one who shall be designated as the 
Respondent. Six ( 6) copies of all such complaints shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of the 
Board. Complaints filed by a Certified Grievance Committee shall not be accepted for filing 
unless signed by one or more members of the Bar of Ohio in good standing, who shall be counsel 
for the Relator, and supported by a certificate in writing signed by the President, Secretary of 
Chairman of the Certified Grievance Committee, which Certified Grievance Committee shall be 
deemed the Relator, certifying that said counsel are duly authorized to represent said Relator in the 
premises and have accepted the responsibility of prosecuting the complaint to conclusion. It shall 
constitute the authorization of such counsel to represent said Relator in the premises as fully and 
completely as if designated and appointed by order of the Supreme Court of Ohio with all the 
privileges and immunities of an offices of such Court. The complaint may also, but need not, be 
signed by the person aggrieved. 

Complaints filed by the Disciplinary Counsel shall be filed in the name of Disciplinary 
Counsel as Relator. 

Upon the filing of a complaint with the Secretary of the Board, Relator shall forward a 
copy thereof to Disciplinary Counsel, to the Certified Grievance Committee of the Ohio State Bar 
Association, to the local bar association and to any Certified Grievance Committee serving the 
county of counties in which the Respondent resides and maintains his office and for the county 
from which the complaint arose. 


