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" BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS e
~ ONGRIEVANCES AND DISCIPLINE OF - EoMRD OF COMMSSIONERS
R THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO S
: In re:

= :Complalnt agalnst

- William Emerson Reed Esq

o ﬁ. 2321 Kragel Road = = ._':fj'-'-;: . %%mﬁ? 7 s 3%% e

o '.-'.'-'Disuplmary Counsel

S Attorney Reglstratlon No (0016332) e ' ' s R
S i R : COMPLAINT AND CERTIFICATE
Respondent SRR
e SRS -_(Rule \4 of the Supreme Court Rules for i
"' the Government of the Barof Ohio.) .=~

250 Civic Center Drive, Suite 325 o ek

Columbus, Ohlo 43215 7411

Relator - _: o

Novtf comes the relator and.elieges tnat W11t1ant Ernerson Reed an Attorney at.I avt duly
L _. .'lztdnntted to the praetlee of Iaw in the state of Oth 1s gullty of the foilowmg mtsconduet |

L ] -'_-'-_'.Respondent Wnllam Emerson Reed was adrmtted to the praetlce of law in the state of i
| '__.E_'Ohro on Apl'll 30 1976 Srnee February 10 ZOII respondent has been hsted as ';_;:f.' e 2
g ::.maetlve by Attorney Reglstratzon . g e : | o

o 2 : 'At all t1mes relevant to the followmg allegatlons respondent vs,as subject to the Code of | : L

os GRIEVANGES & DISCIPLINE =

e Professmnal Resnons1b1i1ty, the Rules of Professmnal Conduct and the Rutes for the ' : f e o

L _:.._...__.:':Government of the Bar of Oth

R 3At ali nmes relevant to thrs ploceedmg respondent was the ﬁducrary for the Estate 0r Sl

o '_:___-":-"-'_Joanne W1se (“Wlse Estate”) fefferson County Probate Court Case No 2007 ES 337 _ -



B Canncr for $1 16 093 64 w1th the memo hne notatxon of “Maxwelt Thos " Ms Cannc; RRT

At aH t1mes relevantto thts proceedrn.g., I_respondent.was.the attomey for the Estate of . - : '.
-._.Thomas 0. Maxwell (“Maxwel] Estate”) 7 efferson County Probate Court Case No L
""-:_':f._-'5:2003 ES 391 | S | | | - | .. .. ._

On October 22 2008 respondent wrote a check to Chase Bank drawn on the Wlse
o .- Estate for $1 697 80 Respondent used the funds to pay hls personal home equlty Ilne | -. ::__:_ 3._ :_:f :
...____..__'ofcredlt | | I . e T

: : : o : On November 25 2008 respondent wrote a check to Chase Bank drawn on the Wrse S
.____:'..";.Estate for $2 125 27 Respondent used the funds to pay hrs personal home equ1ty 11ne .:_ | L
-".-'ofcredlt e | . . -
- ”.-..:-AS 0f Jaﬂuc’ﬂ‘y 23 2009 there was 31 16 093 64 left in the Maxwell Fstate account Oi’l'i : ..
+ .-.-the sarne day, respondent wrote a check for $1 16 093 64 drawn on the Maxwell Estate S

5 __._and deposrted the funds 1nto hts IOLTA account thereby closmg the estate account
| .Over the next several months respondent rnisappropnated the momes from the |

- }:.._fManen Estate for h1s own personal use | S

: :'_."_-On Aprﬂ 22 2010 a Complatnt for C1tatron to Appear for Exammatwn Concernrng

iy Assets of the Estate and for Conversmn was ﬁled on behalf of the dewell Estate |
_"On June 7 2010 m order.to conceal hrs mlsapproprtatmn from the Maxweil Estate;
o rcspondent Wrote a check from the Wlse Estate made payable to Wﬂham E Reed II
= -Co LPA for $I 16 093 64 Thls check was dep051ted into respondent § IOLTA account

ot On the same day, respondent wrote a check drawn on hlS IOLTA account to Francesca

= "'..._:'.'turned the funds over to the -_Maxwell Estate.- . -:'.: SO S



On November 23 2010 in order to conceaI hlS mlsappropnatron from the Wrse Estate if..' S
o ::-:respondent deposrted an $1 17 000 check from Sam Davrs respondent s father—rn—law i

| 1nto hlS Operatrng account SR BRI RS

On November 24 2010 respondent wrote a check from hIS operatrng account for i

i : $1 17 000 and deposned it 1nt0 the Ttust for J ohn DaVId MacConnell Wthh Was

i 14
s
- .'._Cond R 8 4(b) [a Iawyer shaIl not commlt an 111ega1 act that reﬂects adversely on the i : -

o -lawyer 5 honesty or trustworthrnessj Prof Cond R 8 4(c) [a lawyer shall not engage :_ I_ :f:_ g

S *_:.':'1n conduct 1nvolv1ng drshonesty, rraud decert or m1srepresentation] and Rule 8 4(d) [ a o . -

E :Zestabhshed as part ofthe Wlse Estate :' f_' '_: e S
Per the Jefferson County Probate Court .respondent was’ anthorrzed 10 recerye :_:.j j:. i | I_ e
i _':-.f_.$16 054 54 1n fees frorn the Wlse Estate however respondent coilected $55 806 19 1n e L
= _:fees frorn the Wrse Estate s S o : i |
..'_-'In total respondent mzsapproprrated $43 574 ’72 from the Wrse Estate that has not been' e
; -.'-_-".'.-_...:_repald R e R o R S

.Respondent s conduct Vrolates the Ohro Rntes of Professronal Condu.ct Prof Cond R;'. . _ o

- 1. S(a) [a lawyer shall not charge or collect an 1ilega1 or cleaﬂy excessne fee] Prof

= lawyer shall not engage 1n conduct that is pretudrmai to the admlnrstranon of Justrce]



CONCLUSION

Wherefore pursuant to Gov Bar R V the Code of Professronal Responsrblhtv and Rules : o

S '_ of Professronal Conduct relator alieges that respondent is chargeable wrth mrsconduct therefore,'._'__::'.".___ ST

o relator requests that respondent be chscrphned pursuant to Rule V of the Rules of the o R

Govermnent of the Bar of Oh10

 ScontJ. Drexel (0091467)
Dlscrphnary Couusel -;‘ S

-+ Catherine M.-Russo (0077791)
- Assistant Disciplinary Counsel
0250 Civie Center Drive, Suite 325
.o Columbus, Ohio 43215- 7411 g
C 6144610256
6144617205 fax
.'-'-__--.:C.Russo@sc.ohib.gov--_-":--fj._'_'_."--'-' o

e CERTIFICATE

The undersrgned Scott J Drexel Drscrphnary Counsel of the Ofﬁce of D1scrphnary

R Counsel of the Supreme Court of Ohro hereby certrﬁes that Catherme M Russo 1s duly

R :warrant a hearrng on such complalnt

g Z-authorrzed to represent relator in the premlses and has accepted the responsrbrhty of prosecutrng o

i the complarnt to its’ conclusron After 1nvest1gat10n relator beheves reasonable cause  exists to

Dated October 14 2014

_Seott J. Drexel, Disciplinary Counsel Ton



G CONCLUSION

Wherefore pursuant tO GOV ﬁar R V the Code of Professaonal Respon31b111ty and Rulee : s
of Professmnal Conduct relator aHeges that respondent is chargeable w1th mlsconduet therefore, T

reiator requests that respondent be dlselphned pursuant to Rule V of the Rules of the

Government of the Bar of Oth '_':ﬁ '_ R

S ....:_.'Scott_] Dre 61(091467) _ —

o Catherme M. Russo (0077791)
Assistant Disciplinary Counsel LT
250 Civic Ceiiter Drive; Suite 325 _
- Columbus, Ohio’ 43215 7411 '
6144610256
L 614.461.7205 = fax ey
L -__g-.C.Rti‘s'so@S'c.ohiOQgOV DR,

':..""“”’ jé ?’f: &Cf-&’*

CERTIFICAT E
The under51gned Scott J Drexel DlSClphnary Counsel of the Ofﬁee of D1sc1phna.ry o : __3'_:3_2'.
E _"Counsel of the Suprerne Court of Oth hereby cert1ﬁes that Catherme M Russo is duIy .

. .authorlzed o represent relator m the prermses and has accepted the respon51b1hty of proseeutmg o

e 'the complamt to its conelusmn After 1nvest1gatlon relator beheves reasonable cause eXISts o S

L '__Warrant a hearmg on sueh complamt

| Dated: October 14,2014

S "-:Z.ScottJ Dre1301pl1nary Counsel - RESEER



Gov Bar R V § 4(1) Requtrements for Ftlmg a Complamt S

(1) Deﬁmtlon “Compiamt” means a formai ertten aI]egatlon of mlsconduct or mental i!lness of a S

s person deSignated as the respondent g

2 (7) Complamt Filed by Cemﬁed Gr;evance Commlttee Six coples of all complamts sha]l be ﬁled BRRRey
o with the Secretary of the Board. ' Complaints filed by a Certified Grievance Committee shall 'be filed in"- =

: ‘the name of the commiifteé as relator. The- complamt shall not be accepted for filing unless signied by one’ _ s
. or more’ attorneys admitted- to the practice of law in’ Ohio, who shall be counsel for the relator. The: " = .

S complamt shall be accompanied by a written ‘certification, signed by the president, secretary, or chair of G

~'the Certified Grievance Committee, that the counsel are authorized to represent the relator in-the action -

~-and have accepted the responsibility of prosecuting the complaint to conclusion.: The certification shall - -
. constitute the authorization of the counsel to represent the relator in the action as fuﬂ}, and completelyas.= - .-
if designated and appointed by order of the Supreme Court with all the privileges and 1rnmumtles ofan i

‘officer of the Supreme Court. The complaint also may be signed by the grievant. -

. (8) - Complaint Filed by Discipliriary Counsel. - Six copies of all complaints shall be ﬁled w1th the R
o Secretar} of the Board. Complaints ﬂled by the D;smplmary Counsel shall be ﬁled in the name of the S

_.'-’__Dlsmphnary Counsel as relator. R
{9y o Service.” Upon'the filing of a complamt Wlth the Secretary of the Board the reiator shal] forward R
o copy of the complaint to the Disciplinary Counsel, thé Certified Grievance Comrmittee of the Ohio State”

~Bar Association, the local bar association, and any Certified Grievance Committee servmg the county or -

“counties in ‘which' the respondent res1des and mamtams an ofﬁce and for the county from whlch the il

complamt arose. .-



Waiver of Probable Cause

The Office of Disciplinary Counsel has informed me of its intent to file a formal
complaint at the October 24, 2014, meeting of the Board of Commissioners on
Grievances and Discipline. Under Gov. Bar R.V, Section 6(D)(1), I understand
that the Board must make a finding of probable cause before certifying the
complaint.

I hereby waive probable cause and accept certification.

Signed on this 52’)%’2121}/ of September, 2014

VT fect

William Emerson Reed
Attorney Registration No. 0016332




