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Now comes the re]ator and al leges that Darren Lee Courtney, an Attorney et Law duly :

4 adm1tted to the practxce of law n the state Of Oh10 is gullt y of the foliowmg mlsconduct
- . 1 '_ Respondent Darren Lee Courtney, was admltted to the practlce Of law i the state. Of .
1 : _Oth on ’\/lay 7 1996 Respondent is subject to the Code Of Professmna1 Respon51b1hty, .’ |
5 '_ the Rules Of Professxonal Conduct and the D\ules for the Government Of the Bar of Oth. '
IR g | On June 2] 2013 the Supreme Court of Oth 1mposed an Interlm Felony Suspensmn -
| ; unon respondent Wthh remains in effect Inre Courtney, 136 Oth St 3d 1220 4013- =

| .Oh10-2551 991 NEZd 248 ' e i - |
: _ e On November 1 2013 the Court 1mposed an AttomeyI Reglstl atlon Susnenszon upon
i responden* whlch remalns 1n ef fect ]n re Courtney, I 1/1 /201 3 Admmzstrarzve Actzons,

0013 Ohlo 4827



COUNT ONE

: From August 1997 through February 15,2012, respondent was employed as the Chief -
Legal Officer for Fu] itec Amerlca Inc § Fuptec”), a Japanese company domg busmess
in the Unlted States | . o |
- As Chlef Legal Ofﬁcer respondent was entrusted witn' 'among.many other :
respon51b111t1es handling and setthng all claims agalnst Fuutec : o
" In 201 1. respondent began manufacturmg ﬁctmous clalms agalnst Fyj Itec .then osten31b1y
settled the ﬁctltlous claims on behalf of Fuutec _ .
In Apr11 201 t, in order to effectu_ate his scheme, respondent set up a mail«forwarding
i : s_ervice in Los Angeles; California under the'name of Landmark'Le‘.gal Serviees so that it
would provid_e.the appea.ranoe'of .a IV"endor address for the sharn.:.eorrespondenee that
respon‘dent creat‘ed regarding case detaiIs,-negOtiations;" and s‘e.ttleme'.nts of the .ﬁctitious
-_cIair’nS. The P.O. Box was set up to forward all mail to respondent at ‘.his home address in -
Mason, 'Ohio.'. .. :
In .the surnmer and fall of 2011, respondent opened four busin.ess bank aecounts for the
folloxying ftctitionszlaw firms: | .
& ° Gould Hunter :
o Eastlaw Firm

Landmark Legal
Courtney & Associates

Once respondent “settled” the fictitious claims, he reqnested and received checks from
the accounts p'ayable department at Fuj'itec made payable to the aforementioned sham law
' firms to pay the settlements. The checks were then sent to the P.O. Box in California, % |

then automatiCally forwarded to respondent’s home in Mason, Ohio.



10.

b

512 % :In addxtron to the fraudulent settlements respondent created fraudulent expense reports i

In the span: of four months.,' reSpondent caused Fu'jitec.to issue cheeks tOtaling $'150,I2"5,
~ which respondent deposited into the sham law firm accounts identified in 8.

s Respondent then used the funds for his personal use.

RéSPCﬁdént Cl.o'sed all four bank accounts':'in']:)'ecember 201 T e

i 'resultlng inan addrtronal theft from FUJlteC in the amount of $17 400 and used the E

e __Fuptec credlt card for personal expenses totahng $15 200

1377
4

_:-.In total respondent mlsapproprlated $182 725 from Fujrtec s '
£ Fu]ltec termmated respondent on F ebruary 15 2012

: In June 2012 a Warren County Grand Jury 1nd1cted respondent on two felony counts of 5

o ; Aggravated Theft one felony count of Telecommumcatlons Fraud and one felony count i

i16%

2175

18,

: Of Tamperlng w1th Records based upon h1s actlons wh11e employed at FUJITLCC | o
_'_.On March 28, 2013 respondent pled gurlty to one e count of Aggravated Theft a 3“’ '
: degree felony, in the Warren County Court of Common Pleas Case No. 12 CR 8271

: _The remalnlng charges were drsmrssed

Judge Donald Oda sentenced respondent to 90 days in the Warren County J ail, 180 days

_' house axrest followmg the 90 day conﬁnement and three years commumty control
Respondent was also ordered to pay $5 000 to Fujltec which represented Fu_ntec s
i _unmsured loss i

' Respondent s conduct in Count One Vrolates

e Prof Cond R 84(b) Commltanlllegal act that reﬂects adversely on the .
lawyer shonesty or trustworthmess] RIS ot ; i

1 Chubb Insurance Co. insured Fujitec through a Directors and Officers’ li.abi'l.ity policy;

__consequently, Chubb paid the $182,725 claim. ‘Although not ordered by the crlmlnal court,
' respondent should be hable for rermbursement to Chubb



. Prof Cond R 8. 4(c) [Engage in conduct 1nv01vmg drshonesty, fraud decext or
35 misrepresentatlon] and, - : :

Lol Prof Cond R. 8 4(h)2 [Engage in conduct that adversely reﬂects on the lawyer s
ﬁtness to practlce law] : :

~ CONCLUSION

Wherefore pursuant to Gov Bar R. V the Code of Professxonal Respon51b111ty and the A

;Rules of P10fess1ona1 Conduct relator alleges that respondent is chargeable w1th mlsconduct
7 therefore reIator requests that respondent be d1501p11ned pursuant to Rule \Y of the RuIes of the' -

Government of the Bar of Ohro

5 Seott 1. Dre el (0091467)
; Dlsmphn Ct unsel

! ite, Suite 325

; ] bus Ohlo 43215 7411 ;

; ’614 461.0256

- 614.461.7205 = fax - S
: Joseph Cahglurx@sc oh1o gov e

2 Given the level of deception that respondent employed to effectuate and conceal his thett

5 respondent s conduct is sufficiently egregious to warrant the Prof, Cond R 8. 4(h) charge in hght AL

of Dtsczplmary Counsel V. Brzcker 137 Ohro St. 3d 35,2013« 3998

-4'- =



| R CERTIFICATE i
The under31gned ScottJ Drexel Dlsmplmary Counsel of the Ofﬁce of Drscxplmary :
i Counsel of the Supreme Court of Ohio hereby certrﬁes that Joseph M Cahg1ur1 1S duly o
authorlzed to represent relator in the prermses and has accepted the responsrblhty of prosecutlng ;
= '.the complalnt to 1ts concluswn After 1nvest1gat10n relatcr beheves reasonable cause ex1sts to :::_ |
i Warrant a hearlng on.scch complarmt - | i .

Dated November 23 2015

- _Scott_-Jr_,Bfe’ el, Flsciplinary Counsel




FILED
NOV 23 205

BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUGT

Waiver of Probable Cause

The Office of Disciplinary Counsel has informed me of its intent to file a formal
complaint at the December 2015 meeting of the Board of Professional Conduct.
Under Gov. Bar R.V, Section 11(B), I understand that the Board must make a
finding of probable cause before certifying the complaint.

I hereby waive probable cause and accept certification.

Signed on this 23 o _day of November 2015,

D

Darren Lee Courthey
Attorney Registration No. 0064364




