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Now comes the relator and alleges that Patrick Petet 'L'eneghan, an Attorﬁey at Law, duly

‘admitted to the practice of law in the state of Ohio, is guilty of _the follewing misconduct:

Ii5 Respondent, Patrick Peter I eneghan, was admitted to the practice of law ir. the state of

Ohie on November 6, 19_89,

2. Respondent is subject to the OHio Rules of Professiona] Conduct and to the Supreme

Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of Oth G

3, Respondent has a record of prior d13c1phne Bv erder ﬁled F ebruary 14, 7008 the

) -Supreme Court 1mposed a pubhc reprimand ‘upon resp‘ondem in Cuyahoga Cty. Bar Assn.



v Leneghan 117 Ohro St 3d 103 2008 Ohro 506 In that matter the Supreme Court
: found that respondent v1olated former DR 6 lOl(A)(3) [prohlbltmg a lawyer from T
= neglectlng an entrusted legal matter] by farhng to erther pursue his chent s crrmlnal

i appeal or to properly wrthdraw from the case The Supreme Court also found that

' ' respondent had falled to tlmely notlfy hls chent of the court of appeals dlsmtssal of the i : i

5 '._appeal 5

: The Chervl Walums Matter

: ; _On January 3 2013 Cheryl Walunls retalned respondent to 1n1t1ate a drvorce proceedmg i ot

P Sivion her behalf and to represent her in that proceedmg On that date Ms Walums pa1d

: '....respondent $7OO in cash $500 of whlch was an advanced attorney fee and $2OO of Wthh. SR

.was for payment of the ﬁhng fee for the dlvorce complalnt She also proxrded __

: respondent with the _mformatron that he needed to 1n1t1ate the dworce proceedmg,

'i'ncludin‘g.'but not'limited to an address at which her‘hushand,..Ri.chard Messer, Jr-icould i

' .be served wrth the d1vorce papers

: Respondent drd not dep051t elther the $500 in advanced attorney fees or the $2OO ini

" '-"advanced costs 1nto an IOLTA account DI

Between J anuary 2013 and Tanuary 2014 Ms Walums telephoned respondent on many :
i __-occaslons seekmg 1nformatron about the status of her drvorce proceedmg Ms Walunls .j -
left many V01cema11 messages as well as messages w1th members of respondent S staff

! askrng respondent to return her calls Desplte these messag,es respondent d1d not return

Ms Walunrs calls &



. ...'C'o'mrn.enoing l'in'J. anuary 2014 and oontinuin:g: through at..l.el'ast .A'prit‘ 292014, Ms : B
o Watunis' sent multiple email .messag.es' 'to re.:spo'n'de‘nt seekrng in’féﬁﬁﬁuéﬁ about thestatus
i : Of her divorce proceedlng " On J anuary 1 2. .' 2014 MsWalunls émailé&' .r.e:sponde'nt and' i
i asked hrm 1f any progress had been made in her d1vorce proceedtng . & :
5 On January 23 2014 respondent rephed to Ms Walunls J anuary 12, 20 14 emarl In h1s -. S
emarl respondent stated that he needed a good address for her husband oecause he had . :
: ot not r'esponded to an emall that respondent had sent to h1m at an addres's that Ms Walunls.
..had prewously prov1ded to h1m Altetnatrvely respondent asked Ms Walunls to avarn
provrde hrm (1 e., respondent) wrth her husband S mother S address .o.r h1s pIace of
v employment Flnally, rcspondent stated in hrs ema11 that [ .]therw1se Iwrll refund your '_
monres so that you may take further actron : | | e |
..::On Pebruary 20 2014 Ms. Walunrs emarled respondent to report that she had done some

” research and had obtarned a work address for her husband thhard MeSsel Ir. Ms ra

W alunrs proyrded respondent w1th the name and address of the.comp.any for whom her

._ 'husband worked In addrtlon \/Is Walunls advrsed respondent that she had been toId that. '; -
.her husband’s work shrft was Monda\ through Frrday in the evenlng Ms Walunls o
| : closed her ema11 by askmg, respondent to “Iet me know Vthere we go from here.

_ "Respondent d1d not respond to Ms Walunrs Pebruar* 20 7014 emall Thetefore Ms.

Walums agatn emarled respondent on March 17 2014 and stated that she needed to knovv i

' __'_the status of her divorce proceedmg' and-wh‘ether respon’dent _had ﬁled and served the FERE '
"_div'o"rce_ papers. Ms. Walunis noted that she had paid the"rnoney to respondent more than
| _a' year earlier and that she can’t even get a'response from him. Ms. Walunis further stated et

* that her family beIiey_es she should give up on'respondent'and get her money back. Ms.



W alunis'e_lose‘d her email, stating “Please just let me know. Ifit’s too much of a

' '_ : _}he'adache -'l can'just take' arefund and get ‘someone else' ¥

Respondent replled to Ms Walunls March l7 2014 emall on the same date In hrs

o ':_ _ response respondent acknowledged that he had recelved the Work address f01 her .

. :.'husband that Ms Walums had sent to h1m but that he had not tollowed up w1th 1t
i _Respondent further stated that he was m Arlzona but that he would follow up When he
'returned from Arrzona on.the weekend . S il
._Ms Walunrs d1d not hear anythmg rurther from respondent Therefore on Aprrl 18
....:2014 Ms Walums agaln emailed respondent complamlng that she was stlll v»artmg for
: : hrm 0§ ser“ve her .husband wrth dlvorce papers Ms Walums noted that she had provrded o
e : "_:.respondent wrth a Vahd address. sent emarls 1nqu1r1ng about the status of the matter to | '
i whrch he faﬂed to reply and that she had been wa1t1ng since J anuary 201 3 for hrm to- .

i 'perform the legal services for whlch he had been pard Ms W alums ended the emar] by

i statlng “You may be busy wrth othe1 thmgs but thls cannot wait an} longer I eed the S

s services that I pard for to be rendered orl Would request a refund Respondent didnot

:113; _

reply to Ms Walunls Aprll 18, 2014 emall

On Apnl ”8 2014 Ms Walums sent an emarl to respondent notlfymg him that her

| __: husband had been arrested that day and that he was curre‘ltly in the eounty jail. Ms

g _Walunls noted that she had also telephoned respondent and had left hima message M s. £

o 7 Walums urged respondent to send the dlvorce papers to respondent in the county _]all as

'soon as pOSSIble She assured respondent that her hasband would remain in the co unty .'

| jall at least untll his court date in fune Fmally, Ms Walums pleaded wrth respondent 165



geid :call her as soon as he received her emall message Respondent dld not reply to Ms

_. __Walunls emall or telephone call

s

Fmally, on Aprll 29 2014 Ms. Walums emalled respondent complarnlng that desp1te her e
' _'._'.numerous efforts to contact hlm since she pard for h1m in J anuary 201 3 to represent her in E5p

i _ her dlvorce proceedlng, he had accomphshed nothmg Therefore Ms Walunrs |

5 demanded a refund of the $7OO she had pa1d to h1m by the end of the week statlng that 15

S

] 65

= "_she d1dn t hear from h1m she would ﬁle a drscrplmary complamt agamst h1m i

. Respondent nerther responded to Ms Walunls emall nor refunded any portlon of the '_._ i

5 $7OO she had pard to hrm . . . | .

: _-Respondent never ﬁled a dlvorce complamt on behalf of Ms. Walunls. : : | .

: _:_On or about May 14 2014' Ms Walunrs retalned another atto'rney, 'James Shannon -to i
.1n1t1ate and to represent her 1n the dlvorce proceedrng agamst her husband. Mr Shannon :_

"ﬁled the leOI‘CC complalnt on her behaif Ms Walunrs d1vorce was ﬁnah7ed asan

o uncontested d1vorce on July 29 2014

i)

i '18__::..

' Ms Walums ﬁled a grrevance agalnst respondent vvrth relator on lanuary 8 201 5
On l*ebruary 25 201 s, relator sent a Lettel of Inqurry 10 respondent by cert1ﬁed mall

: __return recerpt requested addressed to h1m at the address that he had reglstered Wlth the 5

Supleme Court s Ofﬁce of Attorney Serv1ces 1. e, 95 OO Maywood Avenue Cleveland

= Ohlo 441 02- 4800 The Letter of Inquiry was retumed to relator by the U S. Postal

: Servrce on March 9 201 5 Wlth a label 1ndrcat1ng that the letter was “Undelrverable as

0 3Addressed ”



S0

: Upon rece1pt of the returned marl on March 9,2015; relator s executrve admrnlstratrve :

i) a551stant J ennlfer Dennls contacted respondent by telephone and confrrmed that the

i : _'_address to whtch the Letter of Inqulry was sent was correct Respondent suggested to i

i :.subsequently returned to relator by the Us. Postal Servrce on Aprrl 21 201 5 and Aprrl s

 Ms. Dennrs that she re-marl the Letter of Inqulry to h1m at the same address whrch she
; --_d1d on the same date (1 e., March 9 2015) sendmg copres of the letters by both certrﬁed i

'marl return recerpt requested and by ﬁrst class marl Both copres of thrs letter were '- .

- _ 27 2015 respectlvely The copy sent to respondent by certlﬁed marl bore a label from

i 'i;':.the U. S Postal Servrce statrng “Return to Sender ~ Attempted Not Known Unable to e

i Forward The copy sent to respondent by ﬁrst class mall bore a label from the U. S

__Postal Serv1ce statlng “Return to Sender - No Such Number Unable to Forward s

S20;

2155

:'.'Because relator had not recelved a response to the Letter of Inqurry that it had re- malled '
"'to respondent on March 9 201 5 relator sent. a second Letter of Inqulry to respondent on
| '_;'--Aprrl 3 20 15 by certrﬁed mall return recelpt requested to the ofﬁ01al address malntarned
: E by respondent wrth the Supreme Court s Ofﬁce of Attorney Servrces (1 €; 9500 .
: .- Maywood Avenue Cleveland Ohro 44102 4800) On Apr11 20 201 5 relator recerved .. % L

*'."':':the U. S Postal Service’s green recerpt card reﬂectlng that the second Letter of Inqtury ._ '

i had been deht ered to respondent’s ofﬁc1a1 address Nevertheless respondent drd not :

. reply to relator s Letter of Inqurry . .
._-.On Aprrl 28 201 5 relator sent a fourth letter to respondent but malled th1.s letter to. =
'_.-respondent by ﬁrst-class ma11 addressed to respondent s home address hsted wrth the o
Supreme Court S Ofﬁce of Attorney Servrces 1.6} 7305 Vrlle Court Parma Ohlo 44129-

: 6549 The letter was not returned to relator by the U S. Postal Serv1ce as undehverable =



| for any reason However respondent d1d not respond to reIator s Aprrl 28, 2015 ﬁrst—- '

' ."j.. 'class marl Ietter S

22,

BeCause Of respondent’s failures to' receive.and/or to re.spon'd to relator’s prior letters to' 5

21 him regardlng 1ts d1501phnary 1nvest1gat10n of Ms Walunls grrevance relator not1ced

23

:':respondent S deposrtlon to be conducted in relator S ofﬁce on Juiy 1 2015 The _' I '
! 'subpoena duces tecurn for respondent .s.deposmon and for productron of h1s tile r.elatin.g.'_ . -
. to Ms .Walums matter was served upon respondent s re51dence address on Iune 18
i -'.'2015 Respondent subsequently appeared at relator s off ice on July 1, 2015 for hlS

scheduled deposmon | . e

_At the conclusxon of the deposmon on July 1 201 5 respondent assured relator that he s T e

" intended to refund to Ms Walunrs the $700 that she had pald to h1m in J anuary 2013 o I ._ i

addltlon respondent stated that he would return to Ms Walums all of the documents and ; '* A .

ot materlals that she had provrded to hlrn in connectlon w1th her dlvorce matter. Hc

N promrsed to mall the refund the file and materlals and a cover letter to Ms Walunls the

:'followxng day (1 e. July 2 201 5) Respondent also promlsed that he would

s contemporaneously prov1de relator w1th a copy of the check and the cover letter

i | ; Respondent ne1ther prov1ded the promlsed check and rnaterlals to Ms. Walunis nor

S04

. 'provide‘d relator.\..)vith a c'opy of the. c'hech:.and .'c.'ove'r letter as prornised :
'On July 14 | 2015 reIator sent a Ietter to respondent by ﬁrst class marl addressed to him at | '.
' both his ofﬁ01a1 address and hlS home address as reﬂected on the records of the. S.upreme o
Court S Ofﬁce of Attorney Serv1ces In h1s letter relator stated that he had not recelved a'

-"'--copy of respondent s check and cover letter to Ms. Walunls as of J uly 13 201 5 Relator :

i "'further stated that he had telephoned Ms Walunrs on July 13 2015 and that Ms. Walunis -



e reported to relator that she had not recelved anythlng from respondent as of that date (1 e, '

i July 13 2015) Relator asked respondent to provrde a wrrtten response to relator s letter

b 'to report whether or not he had malled the cover letter check and f le to Ms. Walums
and if so to prov1de relator W1th a copy of the cover letter and check Relator further

advrsed respondent that 1f he had not sent the cover letter check ihd ﬁle to Ms Walums :

o 'he should do S0 1mmed1ately and in add1t10n that he should explam to relator why he

. lhad not sent the check and ﬁle to Ms Walunls on or shortly after July 2, 201 5, as he had _' 5

_promrsed at the conclusron of the deposmon Although relator mstructed respondent that :

265

: hlS response to relator S letter must be recelved by relator on or before J uly 23 201 5

.._Irespo'ndent has not responded to"r'elator s_ letter, elther _by the July_23, :20l5 deadl_me _or _at_- .:- .

: any later time. _. : e i : = Eogl e
'_On or about July 19 201 5 respondent delrvered a check payable to Ms Walums in the- _- : e

i amount of $7OO toa mutuaI acquamtance That acquamtance then promptly dehvered the : _' ;

: __check to Ms Walunls Respondent d1d not prov1de Ms Walums with her ﬁle or w1th any' : 3

of the documents that she had provrded to hlm w1th respect to her drvorce Ms Walums

.'has never recewed any of those 'materrals from respondent. :

By the fOregoing’ conduct respondent violated the' following'prOVisions of the’ Ohio Rules

' of Professronal Conduct and the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of

Oh1o

i '(a) By'faﬂihg to initiate the divorce pro"'c'eédi‘ng on behalf of Ms. Waluni's for whichhe '

. was retamed and by falllng to take any actlon on her behalf to prosecute her divorce

and 0 obtaln a fmal d1vorce decree on her behalf respondent v1olated Prof Cond R



1. 3. [a lawyer shall act wrth reasonable d111gence and .p.romptness in representrng a
Chem] : itz v i i
: ":’.:(b) By fallrng to keep Ms Walums reasonably 1nformed about the status ot“ her .drvorce ..
' matter respondent v1olated Prof Cond R l 4(a)(3) [a lawyer shall keep the chent : |
: .. reasonably 1nformed about the status of the chent s matter] . b .
: :_- “'.:_.(c) By farllng to respond to Ms Walunls telephone and emall 1ndu1r1es re.g.g.ardrng the o .
. status of her d1vorce matter respondent v1olated Prof Cond R l 4(a)(4) [a lawyer i

B shall comply as soon as practrcable w1th reasonable requests for mformat1on from the :

hent]

. _(d) BY fa111ng to deposrt the $500 in advanced attorney fees and $2OO in advanced costs pialin

pard by Ms Walums on January 3 201 3 into h1s clrent trust account respondent
vrolated Prof Cond R l 15(0) [a lawyer shall deposrt mto a chent trust account legal :
fees and expenses that have been pard in advance to be w1thdrawn by the lawyer only '_ '_ B
' as fees are .earned or expenses 1ncurred} i i
.' :_(e) By farlmg to promptly delrver to Ms Walums all papers and property to whrch she
i was entrtled followrng the termmatron of respondent s employment on Aprrl 29
: '.2014 1nclud1ng by not lrmrted to Ms Walums ﬁle the papers she had provrded to
_' respondent relatlng to her d1vorce and the $2OO in advanced costs 1espondent
; __ .:_.'.v10]ated Prof Cond R l l6(d) [as part of the termrnatron of employment a lawyer

 shall dehver to the chent all papers and property to Wthh the chent is entltled]



. (f) By fa1lrné to promptly refund to Ms Walunls the $500 in unearned advanced fees o
followmg the termmatlon of h1s employment on Aprrl 29 2014 respondent Vlolated
: Prof Cond R 13 lé(e) {a lawyer who Wrthdraws from employment shall promptly
> _'._’refund any part ofa fee pard m advance that has not been earned] | .
(g) By farhng to respond to demands for mformatlon from relator regardmg Ms
Walunrs gnevance respondent v1olated Prof Cond R 8 1(b) [a lawyer shall not farl

to respond toa demand for 1nformat10n from a drse1p1mary authorlty] and

(h) By neglectmg or refusmg to assrst w1th relator s 1nvest1gat1on of the gr1evance ﬁled e

agamst h1m by Ms Walunls respondent Vrolated Rule V(9)(G) of the Supreme Court ot

Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohro

~ CONCLUSION
Wherefore pursuant to Gov Bar R V and the Oh1o Rules of Profess1onal Conduct

: relator alleges that respondent is chargeable wrth m:sconduct therefore relator requests that &

respondent be drsc1p11ned pursuant to Rule V of the Rules of the Government of the Bar of Ohro. SEL

. Scottd.D (0091467)
STy _'-Drscrplm y ounsel
250 Civic Gefiter Dr1ve Su1te 325
~Columbus, Ohio 4321‘§ 7411
0 (614)461-0256 :
- (614)461-7205 — fax Al
scott.drexel@sc.ohio.gov



The under51gned ScottJ Drexel D1501p11nary Counsel of the Ofﬁce of Dlscrphnary .

Counsel of the Supreme Court of Ohlo hereby certrﬁes that Scott J Drexel is duly authonzed to & I__ i

i represent reIator in the premrses and has accepted the resp0n31b111ty of prosecutmg the complamt Slias

Gt to its conclus1on After 1nvest1gat10n relator beheves reasonable cause ex1sts to warrant a

o _hearmg on s’uch complamt.’ ;_j ' : '_

e Dated December ' 2015

ScottJ.ﬁreDisciplinaryCounsel i



