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LORAIN COUNTY :

The Governor of Ohio announced a State-wide Stay at Home Order on March
22, 2020, to take effect on Monday, March 23, 2020, at 11:59 p.m. The Order is
effective for two weeks until April 6, 2020,

The Order excludes certain Essential Government Functions. The Courts are an
Essential Government Function.

The Court shall continue to be open but will limit the need for people to appear in
Court.

In order to provide for the health and safety of the staff and the public, there will
be limited access to the Courthouse. Only Attorneys, defendants, witnesses and
victims will be admitted to the Courthouse. Family members, friends, and/or
children will not be admitted and will have to wait outside.

Therefore the Elyria Municipal Court issues the following temporary orders:

(A) NEED TO APPEAR CASE

(1) Felony First Appearance: Will be required to be held in Court. One
family member may be present in the Courtroom during the initial
appearance along with any bail bonds person.

(2) Preliminary Hearings: Witnesses, Law Enforcement Officers, and
Alleged Victims will need to be present.

(3) Bond Hearings:

(4) Protection Order Hearings: Alleged victim should bring no more than
one support person with them to obtain the Temporary Protection
Order. The alleged victim will have the benefit of the Victim Advocate
to give emotional support during the hearing and the process.



(5) Walk-in Arraignments for all OVI cases or cases in which there is an
alleged victim, including, but not limited to, Domestic Violence, Assault,
Criminal Damaging, Child Endangering or a crime of a sexual nature.
These hearings require prompt attention by a Judge because they are
time-sensitive and need to be addressed promptly.

{6} Any other matters the Judge deems time-sensitive and for which the
need for prompt addressing outweighs the damage/damages inflicted
by postponing such events.

(B) CASES BEING CONTINUED IN WHICH DEFENDANTS NEED NOT
APPEAR

Unless otherwise notified by the Court, appearances for those cases listed below
shall be continued. Those cases are as follows:

(1) Traffic arraignments
(2) Non-violent Misdemeanors

(3) Scheduled Case Management Conferences, Pre-Trials, Motion
Hearings, Status, Final Pre-Trials and Pleas.

(4) Trials (Bench and Jury)

(5) The Defensive Driving Program scheduled for April 13 and 20, 2020,
: will be rescheduled to sometime in June.

(6) All Civil hearings currently scheduled including Motion Hearings and
Small Claims matters.

(7) Eviction cases will be scheduled as follows: Evictions and putouts for
non-payment of rent will be continued and reset beginning in mid-June,
2020. Evictions and putouts for domestic violence, assault, drug use
or drug dealing will proceed as quickly as possible. Eviction filings will
continue to be taken at the Clerk’s window.

MISCELLANEQUS

The Court is in the process of installing a video conferencing and remote access
program. Once that is in place and operational, face-to-face Pre-Trials can be
held between Defendant's Attorney, the Prosecutor and the Court. The hope is
to have the system fully in place by next week. More information will be
forthcoming.
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Once the video conferencing is operational, we will resume scheduling Pre-
Trials, etc., requiring appearances of Attorneys, Prosecutors and the Court.
Defendants will generally not be required to appear unless specifically ordered by
the Court.

Attorneys should contact the respective Judge or Magistrate office to continue
and reschedule cases.

Date: March 24, 2020

X ,
JUDGE GARYNZBEN
Administrative and Presiding Judge

JUDGE ROBERT C. WHITE
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